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S t .  M ic h a e l 's  
Huizen, I! .I I . , H o lland

My d ea r  F r ie n d s ,
In  a day o r  two I s h a l l  be going  to  l i v e  a t  S t .  M ic h a e l 's ,  Huizen, H .II . , Holland 
f o r  a month o r  two. I t  i s  one o f  the  th r e e  g r e a t  m ag ica l C en tres  o f  our work.
There a re  th r e e  a t  p r e s e n t .  Hie f i r s t  and o l d e s t ,  and perhaps th e  most pow erfu l ,  
i s  our H eadquarte rs  a t  Adyar, In d ia .  I t  was founded by H.P.B. and Colonel O lc o t t .  
At f i r s t  they  a c q u i re d  j u s t  a house v\hich has now developed in to  th e  main Head­
q u a r t e r s  and i t s  su r ro u n d in g  grounds. I t  has  been added to ag a in  and a g a in ,  and 
i s  now so la rg e  t h a t  i t  i s  one m ile  from the  e n t ra n c e  g a td s  to  th e  sea  sh o re .  On 
the  e s t a t e  a re  many b u i l d in g s ,  houses ,  and tem ples o f  every  r e l i g i o n  in  the  w orld . 
The e s t a t e  has  i tsbw n  d a i r y ,  la u n d ry  and e l e c t r i c  p l a n t ,  and can house q u i t e  a 
l a rg e  number o f  o u r  members. When I f i r s t  went t h e r e ,  more than  f i f t y  y ea rs  ago, 
i t  had about one hundred Europeans in  r e s id e n c e  and about f i f t y  In d ia n  members who 
m ostly  l i v e d  in  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  homes in  th e  c e n t r e  o f  the  compound c a l l e d  "Vasanta 
Puram" which means Besant V i l l a g e .  The C en tre  chan n e ls  m ostly  the  dynamic power 
of the  F i r s t  Hay. The atm osphere i s  so pow erfu l and so f u l l  of a mighty peace 
t h a t  even o th e r  peo p le  coming to  v i s i t  us a re  n e a r ly  always consc ious  o f  the  won­
d e r f u l  f e e l in g  th e r e .  I can remember w h i l s t  I was t h e r e ,  long y e a rs  ago, how Dr. 
3 e s a n t  was t o l d  by the  M aster to a c q u i re  what i s  now Damodar and Besant Gardens.
She had no money to do t h i s .  Dr. B esant never d id  have any money f o r  she always 
gave i t  away a t  once when i t  came. But she to ld  us t h a t  t h a t  d id  n o t  worry h e r ,  
f o r  i f  the  M aster asked her  to  do som ething the  means would always come. And su re  
enough the  n ex t  morning a l a rg e  sum of  money came from a w ealthy  member in  Bombay. 
The M aster a l s o  to ld  h e r  t h a t  He wanted the  e s t a t e  e n la rg e d  so t h a t  lie could  f i l l  
i t  w ith  His magnetism.

The n ex t  C en tre  to  come in to  e x i s t e n c e  was the  Manor in  Sydney, A u s t r a l i a .  Some 
of the  h a p p ie s t  y ea rs  o f  my l i f e  were sp en t  th e r e ,  and I was th e re  when i t  was 
f i r s t  in a u g u ra te d .  I t  was o r i g i n a l l y  b u i l t  by an o ld  gentleman who wanted a l l  h i s  
m arr ied  sons and d au g h te rs  to  come and l i v e  w ith  him, so i t  i s  a  v e ry  la rg e  house 
w ith  many rooms. For a s h o r t  t im e , so I  h e a rd ,  the f a m i l i e s  d id  t r y  l i v i n g  to ­
g e th e r ,  b u t  i t  came to an end and the  o ld  gentleman d ie d  ih  i t  by h im s e l f .  Out­
s i d e r s  c a l l e d  i t  "B akew ell’s f o l l y " .  I t  s to o d  empty f o r  some tim e. People used  
to wonder i f  th e  C a th o l ic s  would buy i t  f o r  a convent. Then Mr. van G elder got 
the  id e a  o f  a T heosoph ica l Community l i v i n g  th e re  and persuaded  one o r  two o th e r  
f a m i l i e s  to  j o i n  in  w ith  him and purchase  the  house . I t  s ta n d s  near  the g re a t  
Sydney h a rb o u r ,  one o f  the most famous n a t u r a l  h a rb o u rs  i n  the  w orld , no t f a r  from 
th e  narrow  e n t ra n c e  which l i e s  between h ig h  c l i f f s .  The f a m i l i e s  i n v i t e d  Bishop 
L eadbea te r  to  come and l i v e  w i th  them. He g la d ly  consen ted  and I th in k  o f  a l l  h i s  
homes t h a t  was the  one he loved  b e s t  o f  a l l .  I remember him th e re  so w e l l ,  and 
the  Monday n i g h t s  when we a l l  g a th e re d  round him fo r  t a l k s .  His l i t t l e  boys would 
d rape  them selves  over h i s  c h a i r ,  e t c .  w h i l s t  the l i t t l e  g i r l s  would s i t  round him 
on the  f l o o r  demurely sewing. We o ld e r  ones would s i t  in  a c i r c l e  o u ts id e  them on 
c h a i r s .  Such w onderfu l Mondays we o f t e n  had then . He never gave s e t  l e c t u r e s .
We had to  s e t  him o f f  w ith  q u e s t io n s .  I f  I could I always got him on to the 
s u b je c t  o f  the  M asters  and the  Path  because  on t h a t  to p i c  he was always so sublim e. 
Sometimes the  q u e s t io n s  vee red  on p sy c h ic  th in g s  and I have on more than  one 
o c c a s io n  seen  him e x e rc is e  h i s  c l a i r v o y a n t  power. One evening  a Swedish d o c to r  
asked him about a dead f r i e n d  o f  h i s  who was a famous h u n te r .  He wished to  know 
w hether th e  h u n t e r ' s  devo ted  dog was in d i v id u a l i z e d  o r  no t?  "W ell ,"  s a id  C.I/.L. , 
" l e t  me s e e . "  We a l l  w a ited  w h i l s t ,  w ith  h i s  eyes wide open, the  Bishop looked 
in t o  th e  heaven to r i d .  Hie dog was w ith  the  h u n te r ,  bu t  i t  was n o t  in d iv id u a l i z e d .  
C.W.L. though t th e  h u n te r  was no t  q u i t e  evolved  enough to  b r in g  ab b u t an a n im a l 's  
i n d i v i d u a l i z a t i o n .  But th e  d ev o tio n  o f  th e  dog was so s t ro n g  t h a t  i t  would keep 
him n e a r  h i s  m a s te r  i n  the  heaven  world u n t i l  t h a t  m aste r  re tu rn e d  to  in c a r n a t io n ,



91

when the  dog would re g a in  h i s  G roup-soul. Always b e fo re  the  g r e a t  o c c u l t  f e s t i v a l s  
C.W.L. would g a th e r  us a l l  to g e th e r  and speak to us about the  a n c i e n t ,  immemorial 
Path , He a lso  to ld  us t h a t  the  H ie ra rch y  had b rough t abou t the  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  the  
Manor as  They wished to  have a C en tre  in  th e  Southern  Hemisphere. Perhaps because  
he was the le a d in g  f ig u r e  th e re ,  b u t  the  Sydney C entre  p red o m in an tly  channels  the 
Second Tay power, t h a t  o f  the  fo r ld  Teacher.

The t h i r d  C en tre  i s  a t  Huizen in  H olland . I was in  a t  th e  e a r l y  fo u n d a t io n  o f  
th a t  one to o .  For I u sed  to s ta y  a t  S t .  M ic h a e l 's  w ith  Mevrow van Eeghan and 
Bishop James Wedgwood. I s h a l l  always remember the  t i n y  Church i n  th e  woods, 
where one s a t  d u r in g  the  s e r v ic e  near  the  windows and could  watch the  bees and 
the  b u t t e r f l i e s  round the  f lo w ers  o u t s id e .  That p r e t t y  l i t t l e  Church was l a t e r  
d e s tro y e d  by a f i r e  caused  by a l i g h t n i n g  s t r o k e .  I t s  p la c e  i s  now taken  by a 
much l a r g e r  b u i ld in g .  J.I.W., as we used to  c a l l  him, was the s o u l  o f  the  Huizen 
C entre  and b e ing  a g r e a t  exemplar o f  the  Seventh  day, the  C entre  became afchannel 
f o r  th e  fo r c e s  o f  the  Haha-Chohan, the  r u l e r  o f  the  rem ain ing  Five days. I t  i s  
a lso  a very  im p o rtan t  c e n t r e  fo r  th e  worlf o f  the  Deva Kingdom. I can remember a l l  
of us fo l lo w in g  Bishop 'Wedgwood, s in g in g  the  L i tan y  as he c a r r i e d  th e  co n sec ra ted  
Host round the  sandy paths: between the  oak t r e e s  t h a t  I used to c a l l  the  " c l o i s ­
t e r s " .  E v id e n t ly  the  Mature s p i r i t s  saw u s ,  and they a re  very  i m i t a t i v e  c r e a tu r e s .  
So the  next morning, so Bishop Wedgwood to l d  u s ,  when he looked o u t  o f  liisjbedroom 
window he saw a t r a i n  o f  t i n y  N ature s p i r i t s  solem nly p a ra d in g  round the  pond in  
im i ta t io n  o f  u s .  They had even c r e a te d  a m in ia tu re  Host which they  bore  in  f r o n t  
o f  them!

Sometimes peop le  ask me i f  th e re  a re  no o th e r  s p e c ia l  C en tres  o f  ou r  work in  the 
world? I asked J r .  Arundale t h a t  and he to ld  me th a t  a t  p r e s e n t  th e r e  were only  
th e se  t h r e e .  We cannot make a C en tre  o u r s e lv e s .  We can p re p a re  fo r  i t  by many 
devoted  p ro p le  l i v i n g  to g e th e r  w ith  very  h igh  aims and id e a l s  and then  perhaps 
one day the  G reat B rotherhood w i l l  s i g n i f y  t h a t  They have accep ted  t h a t  C entre  
and f i l l e d  i t  w ith  Their power.

I t  i s  lo v e ly  to  havejthese th r e e  g r e a t  C e n t re s ,  b u t  do not l e t  us g e t  a l i t t l e  
s u p e r s t i t i o u s  abou t i t .  I sometimes h e a r  members lam en ting  th a t  th ey  can never 
a f fo rd  to go to  Adyar o r  Sydney, and they  t a l k  a s 'i f  they  were m iss in g  g re a t  
chances . I c a n a ssu re  them t h a t  i s  a f a l l a c y .  Dr. Besant to ld  us t h a t  o f te n  a 
member in  some lo n e ly  o u tp o s t  made g r e a t e r  p ro g re s s  than  one who l i v e d  a t  a g r e a t  
C en tre .  I once knew a lad y ,  long  p assed  o v e r ,  who went to  l i v e  a t  Adyar w ith 
hopes o f  o c c u l t  p r o g r e s s .  But o th e r s  doing the  M a s te r ’s work f o r  love  of men 
su rp a sse d  h e r .  But then  p ro g re s s  does no t  m a t te r .  Let us  a l l  be quitejhappy to  
be as we a re  and where a p p a re n t ly  we a re .  "God knows b e s t , "  the  o ld  people  used  
to say . Of course  He does , much b e t t e r  than  f o o l i s h  l i t t l e  you and me!

Your a f f e c t i o n a t e  f r i e n d ,
C la ra  Codd

Thank you a l l  so much fo r  a l l  the  lo v e ly  C hristm as ca rd s .  I wish I could w r i te  
to  each one. C.C.

From your s e c r e t a r y :  One time soon, I shouldftave a d e t a i l e d  acco u n tin g  to g ive
you a l l .  Meanwhile you shou ld  know t h a t  our fund fo r  Miss Codd i s  i n  wonderful 
shape — thanks  to  a l l  you generous f r i e n d s  o f  h e r s !  .l.L.D.


